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Chairman, today you join your father, who 

was a Navy man. You join your son Jim, who 
is an Army colonel, and your son Ike, who is 
a Navy captain. And as a proud member of 
the U.S. military, you join them today in the 
ranks. And now, sir, you have true family 
bragging rights on all of them because you’re 
about to become a member of the world’s fin-
est fighting force. 

In the 235-year history of the United States 
Marine Corps, only 73 other Americans have 
been awarded the title honorary Marine. It 
was established to reinforce the special bond 
between Marines and the American people. 
Finally, it was established in recognition of 
individuals who have distinguished them-
selves through noteworthy service to Corps 
and country. 

Chairman, in honor of all that you stand 
for, in honor of all that you have accom-
plished, and in honor of all that you have 
done for the United States of America and 
its Marine Corps, you are, without question, 
deserving of the title of United States Ma-
rine. Chairman, will you please join me up 
front? 

CITATION 

To all who shall see these presents greet-
ings, know ye that reposing special trust and 
confidence in the patriotism, fidelity and 
abilities of the Honorable Ike Skelton, I do 
appoint him an honorary Marine of the 
United States Marine Corps for his 
unyielding support and devotion to Corps 
and country. In testimony thereof, I, General 
James F. Amos, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, have hereunto inscribed my name. 
Done in the city of Washington, this first 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand ten, and in the 235th year of the 
independence of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

You have plenty of things hanging in your 
office, and I’d appreciate it if you’d take [one 
of] them down [to make room for this cita-
tion]. But this is your certificate of being a 
United States Marine. Chairman, you are 
loved by those 202,000 Marines that are on ac-
tive duty and the hundreds of thousands that 
have had your fingerprints on them over the 
last many years that you’ve been not only a 
U.S. Congressman, but, in particular, the 
Chairman. 

Sir, you have loved your Marines. You 
have loved our men and women. And we are 
very, very grateful for all that you have done 
for us. It is our pleasure and our honor to 
make you a United States Marine. 
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COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF LAPEER COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
CHAIRMAN DAVID TAYLOR 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to recognize the dedicated 
public service of Lapeer County Board of 
Commissioners Chairman David Taylor. On 
December 31, 2010, David will retire after 14 
years as a Member of the Board. He has been 
Chairman since 1999, leading Lapeer County 
for over an entire decade. Despite the various 
challenges and economic difficulties across 
the State of Michigan, Chairman Taylor has 
remained resilient and has kept the county on 
the right path—always working to serve the 
best interests of the people he has had the 
privilege to represent. 

David’s decision to run for County Commis-
sioner came in 1997. But before this, he 
brought with him a unique background and 
perspective to help in his new role as leader 
of the Board of Commissioners. Chairman 
Taylor was born in Pontiac; he worked on his 
family farm in Dryden. Later, he was employed 
for 30 years at the General Motors Pontiac 
Truck Plant. He then moved on to Metamora 
Township and served as the Zoning Adminis-
trator and was a delivery man for Champion 
Bus and Truck. 

During his time as an elected official, Mr. 
Taylor has filled numerous committee spots 
and other posts to help move Lapeer County 
forward and to create a brighter future for the 
next generation to follow. He has been a shin-
ing example of strong leadership and has pro-
vided solid vision for Lapeer County. 

It has been my privilege to work with him on 
a vast array of issues that are vital to Lapeer 
County during my role as a federal legislator. 
David has been a tremendous partner, friend 
and asset to my office. He is always looking 
to improve the quality of life for all residents 
and discovering new ways to make Lapeer 
County a wonderful place to live, raise a fam-
ily and work. 

I commend Chairman Taylor for all his ef-
forts and personal sacrifice during his tenure 
on the Board. I know David will always have 
Lapeer County’s best interests at heart which 
is evident by his charity work. We fully know 
and understand that we are not doing our job 
if we do not provide a better future for our chil-
dren . . . and their children. David’s work with 
the Shriners International and their Motorcycle 
Drill Team is just one of the many examples 
of how Mr. Taylor is committed to his commu-
nity and those who will eventually take the 
reigns as leaders. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I want to ex-
tend my best wishes to David Taylor on this 
special occasion. He will be severely missed 
on the Board, but his presence will still be felt 
by those who continue to serve. I hope he en-
joys doing the things he loves most like 
spending time with his family, hunting, 
snowmobiling, volunteering and traveling. His 
service to the citizens of Lapeer County, the 
State of Michigan and our Nation is officially 
recognized and greatly appreciated. 
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TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-
SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION, 
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the funding and expenditure authority of the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for airport improvement pro-
gram, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Chair, I rise to re-
vise my remarks regarding the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief, Un-
employment Insurance Reauthorization, and 
Job Creation Act of 2010. 

I request the record reflect that Ms. Tammy 
Fisher is from West Texas, not East Texas. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF BILLY G. SMITH 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Billy G. 
Smith for his contributions to the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Tennessee. As any mem-
ber of Congress knows, our legislative 
achievements and successful constituent serv-
ices programs would not be possible without a 
cadre of great staff working behind the 
scenes. Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have been fortunate to have many bright, able 
staff members with an interest in serving their 
country by working in this body. Today, I’d like 
to single out someone who has accomplished 
an amazing feat that deserves recognition, ap-
plause, and perhaps, a test of his sanity; in-
credibly, Billy G. has been a part of my staff 
for all of my 26 years in Congress. 

Billy and I have worked together since my 
first campaign for Congress in 1984. In the 
Upper Cumberland, Billy emerged as a man 
who could get things done. After the election, 
he became my field representative for the 
area, and he has served my constituents there 
ever since. My younger staff members fondly 
say that Billy is old school, and, Madam 
Speaker, that’s just fine by me. Billy is an old 
soul of the Upper Cumberland — a man who 
knows his neighbors, memorizes the best fish-
ing holes, and earns his community’s trust. 

To say Billy has deep roots in the Upper 
Cumberland would be an understatement. As 
a boy, Billy helped his father work the farm 
with mules instead of a tractor. He served as 
Putnam County Sherriff in the 1970s and has 
worked as a police officer, a factory foreman, 
managed food and beverages for a hotel, 
opened a restaurant called Billy G’s, and 
rented out a building complex. He knows ev-
eryone there is to know and is an institution 
unto himself. 

In his 26 years as my field representative, 
Billy has helped thousands of constituents 
who have come to my office on the court-
house square in Cookeville. He has warmly 
received individuals, families and business 
owners looking for assistance with a federal 
agency. He has ensured countless people re-
ceived the Social Security and veterans bene-
fits they deserve. He has heard the concerns 
and touched the lives of many families in need 
of help, and he has always kept me informed 
of the needs of my constituents in Clay, Jack-
son, Putnam, Overton and Smith counties. 
Just this year, he found himself trying to help 
constituents who had lost property in the wake 
of damaging floods. He could easily sym-
pathize; his own childhood home also was se-
verely damaged in the storm, but Billy was still 
in the office ready to help anyone he could. 

In all his time working for me and the resi-
dents of the Upper Cumberland, Billy has 
never taken a full vacation, so it may come as 
no shock to many that Billy has made plans to 
go into business for himself once again. Most 
folks who had such accomplished careers 
would already be well into retirement, but Billy 
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